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by Lorenzo Zazueta 
EDINBURG — A 33-year-old man who faced life in prison after he fatally shot a Weslaco man will spend four years behind bars as part of a plea deal.

Christopher Barrera Garcia, of Edinburg, pleaded guilty to manslaughter Tuesday for the December 2010 shooting death of Ernesto Herrera Ramos, 33.

Ramos was found inside his car with a gunshot wound to his neck and died less than a week later.

Garcia, who had faced up to life in prison on a murder charge, will serve four years after the plea agreement with prosecutors reduced his charge to manslaughter.

His attorney Robert J. Salinas said the prosecution offered a deal because he believes they lacked the evidence to gain a murder conviction, which requires proof of intent to kill someone.

‘The evidence was very weak,” Salinas said. “(The prosecution) just had a very weak case against him.”

Investigators said Ramos had followed a blue Ford Explorer Sport Trac in his gray Chrysler 300 about 9:30 p.m. on Dec. 31, 2010, into the 3200 block of South Westgate Drive. Police later discovered Ramos inside the Chrysler on the lawn of a residence in the neighborhood. No one else was with him.

Ramos was transported to McAllen Medical Center, where he died four days later after doctors removed him from life support.  

Authorities arrested Garcia in April 2014 in connection with Ramos’ slaying, after obtaining DNA evidence that tied him to the homicide. A motive for the shooting was never revealed but Ramos’ and Garcia’s criminal history led police to believe that it was a drug-related shooting.

Salinas said Garcia was also looking at a parole violation charge and decided it was best to accept a deal for his client, who was also credited with almost a year for time served.

“We didn’t want to roll the dice,” Salinas said. 

No other arrests have been made in the case.
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