
Chippewa County Crime Stoppers

Building a Successful Fundraiser



OUR GOAL: Create a fundraiser 

that was fun, community-focused, 

affordable, and sustainable



OUR STORY

1st Annual Indoor Cornhole Tournament – “Toss Out 
Crime”

February 21, 2026

Northern Wisconsin State Fairgrounds – Custer Coliseum

OUR RESULTS

31 Teams Participated in our first tournament

$7,000+ Raised Through registration, sponsorships, raffles, 
and donations

18+ Raffle Prizes

12 Lane Sponsors

40 Donors/Sponsors



HOW DID WE DO 
IT?

KEEP IT SIMPLE

We started with an event that was easy for 
people to understand and participate in.

Don't overcomplicate your first event.

FIND THE RIGHT PARTNERS

We didn't do it alone.

We reached out to local business, community 
organizations, Law Enforcement, volunteers 

and supporters of Crime Stoppers

Ask businesses for more than money.

Some may be willing to donate food, prizes, 
services, advertising, or equipment.



HOW DID WE DO IT ?

CREATE MULTIPLE WAYS TO GIVE

The tournament itself was only one piece of the 

fundraising.

Lane Sponsorships

Raffle Prizes

Donations

Community Promotion

Giving people multiple ways to support your 

organization can significantly increase your 

fundraising potential.



PROMOTE, 
PROMOTE, 
PROMOTE

SOCIAL MEDIA

Start promoting before registration 
opens and continue throughout the 

planning process.

SPONSOR SHOUT-OUTS

Thank sponsors publicly and show 
people where their support is 

going.



PROMOTE, 
PROMOTE, 
PROMOTE

WORD OF MOUTH

Ask board members, law enforcement, 

volunteers, and supporters to share the 

event.

MAKE IT VISUAL

Photos, graphics, sponsor logos, prize 

announcements, and countdown posts 

helped keep our event in front of people





EXAMPLES



WHAT WE LEARNED

➔ Start Small

➔ Build Relationships

➔ Give People a Reason to Come 

Back

➔ Track Everything

HAVE FUN!



BIGGEST 
TAKEAWAYS

PEOPLE SUPPORT PEOPLE

Crime Stoppers is about more than raising money. 

Events and fundraisers like this give us and the 

community an opportunity to build relationships, 

introduce people to our mission, and create 

community support for the work we do.

Brainstorm ideas

Find the right people

Ask for help/volunteers

Have fun

And don't be afraid to try something new



STARTING YOUR 
OWN 
FUNDRAISER?

Start with these five questions:

1. What does you community enjoy?

2. What can you realistically manage with 

your volunteers?

3. Who can you partner with?

4. What can you offer sponsors?

5. How can you make the event fun enough 

that people want to come back?

Your Crime Stoppers organization doesn't 

have to reinvent fundraising—

you just have to make it your own! 



QUESTIONS?
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